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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year phor to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 20-34, 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mosebrook et al. (US 6,687,487). 

With respect to claim 20, Mosebrook discloses a remotely controllable switch unit 
for switching the mains inside an electrical installation, wherein the switch unit 
comprises: an electrically controllable switch (switch 50, figure 1); a control circuit for 
controlling the switch; and a receiver coupled to the control circuit for receiving wireless 
signals, wherein the switch unit is adapted for mounting in a housing of a wall socket 
(col. 3 lines 20-67; col. 4 lines 1-5; col. 5 lines 60-67). 

With respect to claims 21 , 22, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein the depth of the switch unit is smaller than 32 mm; wherein the switch 
unit is combined with a flush-mounted box, and that the maximum depth of the switch 
unit is at least 8 mm smaller than the maximum depth of the flush-mounted box (col. 4 
lines 1-5, discloses providing the control device into a standard electrical wall box). 

With respect to claims 23-25, 29, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed 
in claim 20, wherein the switch unit is provided with an operating element of usual type 
for operating the switch, wherein the switch unit is provided with the female part of a 
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wall socket, wherein the switch unit is provided with an on/off switch. See figure 1 
control switch 50/manual switch. 

With respect to claim 26, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 

25, wherein the switch unit is provided with a dimmer. Light dimmer, figure 2. 

With respect to claim 27, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 

26, wherein the control circuit is adapted to sense the nature of a load connected to the 
female part of the wall socket and to block the dimming function when the load is not 
substantially formed by a resistance. Col. 3 lines 48-53; Col. 1 1 lines 41-60 disclose a 
two-way communication to provide information about the status of the load. 

With respect to claim 28, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 
20, wherein the switch unit comprises a transmitter connected to the control circuit and 
that the switch unit is adapted to function as a junction in a network of 
transmitters/receivers (col. 4 lines 26-56). 

With respect to claim 30, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 
29, wherein a signal light source comes on when the switch unit is switched on (col. 1 1 
lines 50-60). 

With respect to claims 31 , 32, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein the switch unit comprises at least one printed circuit board on which a 
number of components are placed, and that the printed circuit board extends parallel to 
the mounting surface of the housing (see figures 2 and 3). 

With respect to claims 33-34, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in 
one of the claims, wherein the switch unit comprises a contact carrier which is 
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manufactured from insulating material and on which contacts are arranged for the pins 
of the male plug and on which terminals are arranged for connecting the contacts to 
wires, and wherein at least one of the connections between contact and terminals is 
interrupted. Col. 3 lines 48-53 discloses the system can be used to connect other 
loads, which would necessarily comprise male plugs connected to female plugs. 

With respect to claim 36, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 
20, wherein the switch unit comprises a relay for switching the connection between one 
of the contacts and one of the terminals (col. 3 lines 58-61 ). 

With respect to claim 37-38, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein the switch unit is adapted to measure the power of the load 
connected to the switch unit, wherein the control circuit is adapted to transmit a signal 
representing the measured power to another element of the network (col. 3 lines 21-43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mosebrook et al. (US 6,687,487) in view of Newman, JR. (US 2006/01 19187). 

With respect to claim 35, Mosebrook discloses the switch unit as claimed in claim 
20, however, does not expressly disclose that the switch unit comprises a power supply 
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circuit which is adapted to connect a capacitor to the mains for only a short period of 
time after the zero passage of the mains. 

Newman discloses capacitor CIO to charge by drawing power from the main 
during the negative half cycle of the AC line voltage (paragraph 0043). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Mosebrook and include the capacitor of 
Newman, for the purpose of providing control power to other control circuits of the 
system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS AMAYA whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8941 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached on (571) 272-2391 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2836 

/Albert WPaladini/ 4/25/10 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836 



